COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS
DELIVER ESSENTIAL DENTAL CARE

August 2026

In 2024, 7 million patients across the U.S. relied ©
on Community Health Centers (CHCs) for dental services 1cite3
including school-based and mobile services, oral exams, % 430’000 VIS|tS
sealants, cleanings, crowns and dentures, complex
dental care, emergency services, and

more.! Preventative care keeps patients out

of expensive emergency room services, and 141 Dentists
avoids disruptions to school or work due to
tooth pain. Unfortunately, however, in 2024
there were over 30,000 oral health-related
emergency department visits in Wisconsin,

provided by Wisconsin CHCs

ﬁ@ﬁ 99 Dental Hygeniests

and less than half of children and one-fifth ﬂﬁ'ﬂ 553 Dental Personnel?
of adults enrolled in Medicaid received any & (i.e. dental assistants)
oral health care services, demonstrating the employed by Wisconsin CHCs

continued need for access improvements.?

In Wisconsin, CHCs are especially integral to the state’s dental infrastructure and improving access to
care, especially for Medicaid-enrolled and uninsured patients.

Oral Health Visits at Wisconsin CHCs
(HRSA Uniform Data System: 2003-2025)
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DENTAL PATIENTS AT WI CHCS HAVE INCREASED
SIXFOLD SINCE 2003.

Dental Patients at Wisconsin CHCs
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Tracking: Oral Health (2024)

*WPHCA Analysis of 2025 UDS Data

SWPHCA Analysis of 2025 UDS Data Table 5
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https://www.nachc.org/community-health-centers-deliver-essential-dental-care/
https://www.nachc.org/community-health-centers-deliver-essential-dental-care/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/oralhealth.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/oralhealth.htm
https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/healthcenters/uds/overview/national/
https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/healthcenters/uds/overview/national/table?tableName=5&year=2024

